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TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
 

7:07 pm    Business Meeting Called to Order by Mr. Bufalini and that the meeting will be recorded 

 

7:07pm PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE FOLLOWED BY A PRAYER FOR THE TOWNSHIP LED 

BY TOWNSHIP MANAGER NORM KRAUS 

 

ROLL CALL 7:08pm      

President 

Rich Bufalini       

Vice President 

Joe Kusnir  

 

Commissioners 

David Ciccone Absent 

Nick DiPietro       

Gary Tranelli 

 

 

 

7:09 pm  CITIZEN COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS AGENDA  None   

 

7:09 pm  BUSINESS AGENDA 
 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of July 28, 2104 

Mr. Tranelli Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the Tax Collector’s report for July 2014. 

Mr. Bufalini Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes    

Motion Carried 

 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the list of bills dated August 25, 2014 as presented. The State Fund  is 

$13,991,91; the Sewer Fund $21,198.00 and General Fund $29,363.46 

Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes  

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Tranelli Motion to rescind approval of the bid from Central Salt, LLC. In the amount of $84.42 per ton  

  Delivered, as bid for the BCRCOG. 

Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to accept the bid for salt from Cargill in the amount of $64.48 per ton delivered, as bid  

  through COSTARS. 

Mr. Bufalini Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the purchase of a 2014 Caterpillar 924K Wheel Loader from Cleveland  

  Brothers Caterpillar in the amount of $110,340.00. 

Mr. Bufalini Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motioned Carried 

 

Mr. Kusnir: Resolution 2014-16 will read as follows: A Resolution of Hopewell Township, Beaver County, 

  Pennsylvania, approving a government equipment lease-purchase agreement with Caterpillar  

  Financial Services Corporation in the amount of $110,340.00 for a Model 924K Caterpillar Wheel  

  Loader , Serial# PWR02940 (inclusive of 2.25% interest and trade-in setoff of $40,000 for a 2005  

  Caterpillar IT28G) with five (5) annual payments in the amount of $23,579.69. 

Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 
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Motion Carried 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the settlement and discontinuance of litigation filed by Martha Gropp against 

  Hopewell Township for the sum of $11,000.00 to be paid by the township’s liability carrier. 

Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Tranelli Motion to hire Sandy Nelko as a full-time crossing guard at an hourly wage of $13.50. The 30 day  

  probation period and $8.00 hourly pay rate will be waived due to Mrs. Nelko’s previous crossing 

  guard experience. 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

 

7:14 pm  COMMISSIONERS REPORTS   NONE 
   

7:14 pm  THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENT REPORTS WERE GIVEN AND ARE ON FILE 

   

 

7:24 pm  OLD BUSINESS  NONE  

 

7:24 pm  NEW BUSINESS  NONE 

 

7:25pm  PUBLIC FORUM  

    

    

  Mr. Stan Sassic,  6019 Patrick Henry Drive, Hopewell Twp. 

  Mr. Sassic commented on the raccoon problem they are having in the garbage dumps at  

  Independence Square. Zoning Officer John Bates commented there are no official pest/ 

  animal control statutes in Beaver County. He will check to see what might be able to be  

  done with the problem Mr. Sassic brought before the BOC. 

 

  Mrs. Lydia Hefron, 3403 Durr Drive 

  Mrs. Hefron complained that her next door neighbor is burning outside, as well as her 

  having a surveying issue with the same neighbor (grown over shrubbery, plants tress going 

  onto her property). Zoning Officer John Bates addressed Mrs. Hefron’s issues, noting that 

  he has met with her on numerous occasions on the burning and surveying issues. John  

  said the burning was recreational burning from a chimney and he would try to speak to  

  Jamie Yurcina, the surveyor for Mrs. Hefron’s property issues. Mrs. Hefron pointed out she 

  had tried to reach Mr. Yurcina on numerous occasions without success. 

 

  Brian Conrad, 590 Golf Course Rd. 

  Mr. Conrad addressed the issue of PennDOT coming in and doing the repairs needed due 

  to the storm water runoff of materials and the road itself washing away. Engineer Marie  

  Hartman addressed Mr. Conrad, saying her and Township manager Norm Kraus had met  
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  with Jonathan Gesinski and Mike Simmons from PennDOT with regards to Golf Course Rd.  

  She told him Penn DOT was looking to replace the road, improve the drainage problems and 

  any other issues as part of a possible turnback program with Hopewell Township. Mrs.  

  Hartman commented on her and Mr. Kraus meeting with Donna Ritchey earlier that day  

  about Golf Course Rd. and other streets in that area. Mrs. Hartman mentioned improving  

  the manhole areas and crossing area. Spring 2015 is the estimated target date PennDOT  

  gave Mrs. Hartman with regards to the work being done. She commented that the current 

  PennDOT officials have been much more receptive to the problems in that area. 

 

  Celina Gudson  594 Golf Course Rd. 

  Mrs. Gudson mentioned that she had called PennDOT Rochester on the pothole problems  

  on Golf Course Rd. and adjoining roads. She also commented on flood issues down there.  

  She asked what involvement residents can have with regards to PennDOT dealings in that 

  area. Mrs. Hartman commented she could keep Mrs. Gudson and other residents who are 

  interested, posted on developments as they come in. 

 

  Mrs. Linda Helms  B.F. JONES, Aliquippa PA. Librarian 

  Mrs. Helms told the audience that the library has had a very busy summer and gotten good 

  response from local residents to all the summer programs the library had sponsored. She 

  mentioned about people registering for Fall 2104 computer classes, as well as the library  

  survey that she passed out to meeting attendees and said was going out to the public to 

  secure public feedback on the library. She thanked Pam Konstantakis for her work as part  

  of the Library Steering Committee that had put the library survey together.   

   

7:48PM  ANNOUNCEMENTS   

   

 

                             Please check our website at www.hopewelltwp.com, our Facebook page, and Twitter,                   

                             for updates on Township news and events. 

                   

                             The Depository is open for use by township residents. Please make sure you have 

  gotten your new 2014 Depository badge at the Municipal Building prior to attempting to use 

  the Depository. The Depository is open now through  October 31st on Mondays,  

  Thursdays and Saturdays from 10am to 6pm and November 1st through December 6th 

  From 9am to 5pm.  

 

  All Hopewell Township Municipal and Public Works offices will be closed Monday,  

  September 1st, in observance of the Labor Day Holiday. 

   

   
   

 

 7:49 pm  ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to adjourn 

Mr. DiPietro Second the motion 

Voice Vote: All in favor 

Motion Carried                                                       Minutes Recorded by:    Norm Kraus   08/25//14 

 Minutes Prepared by:  Norm Kraus 08/26/14 

http://www.hopewelltwp.com/

