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-TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL
Beaver County, Pennsylvania
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

7:03pm Business Meeting Called to Order by Mr. Bufalini and he announced that the meeting will be
recorded

7:03pm PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL 7:04pm

President Rich Bufalini  In Attendance
Vice President Joe Kushir Absent
Commissioner David Ciccone Absent
Commissioner Nick DiPietro In Attendance
Commissioner Gary Tranelli In Attendance

OTHERS PRESENT

Norm Kraus, Jr./ Township Manager

Marie Stratakis Hartman/ P.E. , Engineer/Assistant Manager

Curt McMillen ( McMillen, Urick, Tocci, Fouse and Jones) Covering for Township Solicitor

7:04 pm CITIZEN COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS AGENDA  None26
7:05 pm BUSINESS AGENDA

Mr. Tranelli Motion to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of September 25th, 2015.

Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Tranelli Yes

Mr. Ciccone Absent
Mr. DiPietro Yes
Mr. Kusnir Absent
Mr. Bufalini Yes
Motion Carried

Mr. Bufalini Motion to approve the list of bills dated October 26th, 2015, as stated; General Fund; $36,951.60;
and Sewer Fund; $43,010.16.
Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion

Roll Call Vote

Mr. Tranelli Yes
Mr. Ciccone Absent
Mr. DiPietro Yes
Mr. Kusnir Absent
Mr. Bufalini Yes
Motion Carried

Mr. DiPietro Motion to Approve the September 2015 Tax Collector’s Report for the Tax Year 2015
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Mr. Tranelli

Roll Call Vote
Mr. Tranelli
Mr. Ciccone
Mr. DiPietro
Mr. Kusnir
Mr. Bufalini
Motion Carried

Mr. DiPietro

Mr. Tranelli

Roll Call Vote
Mr. Tranelli
Mr. Ciccone
Mr. DiPietro
Mr. Kusnir
Mr. Bufalini
Motion Passed

Mr. Tranelli
Mr. Bufalini
Roll Call Vote
Mr. Tranelli
Mr. Ciccone
Mr.DiPietro
Mr. Kusnir

Mr. Bufalini
Motion Passed

7:08 pm

7:08 pm

7:14pm

Second the Motion

Yes
Absent
Yes
Absent
Yes

Motion to update the approval of Resolution 2015-10, which was passed on July 13", 2015. That
Resolution read as follows “A Resolution of the Board of Commissioners for the Township of
Hopewell, Beaver County Pennsylvania, approving the Bet-Tech Industrial Park No. 3 Revised
and Building No. 4 Subdivision and Land Development Plans conditioned upon: (a) complete
compliance by the Applicant with the comments of the Township Engineer as set forth in
correspondence dated May 13, 2015 and June 18, 2015 and, (b) the execution of a Developer’s
Agreement for the construction, public dedication and use of certain roads and storm sewers set
forth on the Plan drawings, or , in the alternative, the Applicant shall provide fully executed right-
of-way agreements for road access and storm sewers as set forth in the Plan drawings.” All
conditions and have been met and the Applicant has complied with all requirements set forth in
Resolution 2015-10, thus the need to update the Resolution approval as of today, October 26™,
2015.

Second the Motion

Yes
Absent
Yes
Absent
Yes

Motion to approve Youngblood Paving, Inc., Payment Request No. 2 in the amount of
$416, 286.12 for work associated with the 2014-2015 Road Improvement Program
Second the Motion

Yes
Absent
Yes
Absent
Yes

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS NONE

THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENT REPORTS WERE GIVEN AND ARE ON FILE
Engineer Marie Hartman added the following to her written report from the 9/14/2015 Workshop
The Pre-Construction estimate estimate to do the 10 roads for the 2014-2015 Road Improvement
Project was $619,944.10. The actual construction cost came in at $568,234.04, a savings of
$51,710.06 for the Township on the just completed Road Improvement Program.

OLD BUSINESS NONE
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7:14pm

7:15pm

NEW BUSINESS NONE

PUBLIC FORUM

Joanne Smith 1700 Crestmont Drive

Mrs. Smith did comment about how nice the newly paved road was on her street and in her
neighborhood. She does have a problem with the 1 (one inch) drop she has from the paved
section to her driveway after the road work was done. She did not have this issue before the
paving was done on her street. Engineer Marie Hartman said that she and Road Supervisor

Chas Srafin would be out to Ms. Smith’s residence to check out the situation.

Joe Getsay 1702 Crestmont Drive

Mr. Getsay addressed the Board about the issues he has had dealing with the paver, engineer,
manager and road supervisor for the township in trying to with his issue. He said the paver built a
curb that is graded very high and does not allow him to pull his vehicle up over the lip of the road
and park his vehicle, as he did before the paving was done. He expressed his disgust with the
above mentioned people when calling them, as he presented his problem and nobody was willing
to fix the problem for him. He complained that our road department put rocks behind the curb that
just pose more of a problem, on top of the curb that was already put in. He demanded to have the
curb taken out so he can go back to parking as he used to before the Road Improvement program
came through and changed things around. Engineer Ms. Hartman told Mr. Getsay that the curb
was designed that way to keep the water runoff from going all over the sidewalk and property of
Mr. Getsay and keep the water running down the street, as the curb so directs the water to flow.
Ms. Hartman acknowledged that she, Mr. Srafin, Mr. Kraus and Youngblood Paving had all gotten
very negative and vulgar messages from Mr. Getsay with regards to his complaint/issue. She told
him that the curb would remain and all we could do is provide more backfill for Mr. Getsay
behind the curb, to try and balance out the situation. He continued to ask the Board to consider
doing what he wanted done and restore the area in front of his house back to what it was before the
paving project was completed. Ms. Hartman emphasized that the road was paved properly and the
curbs were installed properly to help water drainage flow correctly and there was nothing else that
could be done for Mr. Getsay at this time.

Keith Black 1216 Vermont Ave

Mr. Black has concerns about the upcoming winter with regards to snow removal at his
residence due to having to fit four vehicles off the street into his driveway. He asked for
clarification on the township Ordinance with regards to snow removal and what the road
department expects from people who usually park vehicles on the street. Both Manager Norm
Kraus and Road Supervisor Chas Srafin answered Mr. Black’s inquiry and filled him in on what
the township expects from residents and their vehicles when it comes to snow plows coming
through and removing the snow around possible vehicles and trucks on the street. Mr. Black
expressed his thanks for the clarification on the issue.

Mary Ann Bell 2501 Marion Street

There has been a parking issue that has developed over the last several months for Mrs. Bell and
where her house is situated. Originally, this complaint was lodged by Jon Sear, her neighbor
across the street, for people parking directly across from his driveway, not permitting him to get
his boat or truck out of the driveway. This complaint coincided with Mrs. Bell or her children
parking in such a way that Mr. Sear could not get out. Mrs. Bell was quite upset that she was not
given a chance to address the issue with Mr. Sear, before restricted parking signs showed up on
both sides of the street. Mrs. Bell has nowhere to park in back of her house and there are also
handicapped parking places reserved on the corner houses across from her. The Board of
Commissioners had passed motions on the restricted parking in June and then August, on the
recommendation of Police Chief Uhrmacher, spelling out what was available in the way of
parking spots for Mr. Sear and Mrs. Bell. Mary Ann Bell went on for quite some time, voicing her
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displeasure with how the whole situation had been handled, and how the issues between her and
her neighbor Mr. Sear had escalated to him taking pictures of her vehicle and those of her children
on how they were parking and causing him problems. She stated she was a good neighbor to Mr.
Sear has no idea why he has decided to make this parking an issue. She eloquently expressed her
love for her home and this being her retirement place, and now her world has been turned upside
down from the stress this ongoing issue has caused her. She feels her rights have been violated
unjustly and the mental and physical strain with the issue has caused her undue mental and
physical stress. President Bufalini sympathized with her and said he and Chief Uhrmacher would
be back out to survey the situation and see what else could be done.

Stan Sassic 6019 Patrick Henry Drive

Mr. Sassic once again wanted to call the BOC’s attention to a potential safety issue of a major tree
possibly falling onto Route 151. This tree is located close to the PDQ Mart near the entrance to
Clearview Estates. Mr. Sassic said the tree is on the side of the road bank and leaning heavily. He
asked Engineer Marie Hartman to please look into this matter before something bad happened.
Chas and Marie both said they would look into the issue.

Joe Getsay 1702 Crestmont Drive

Mr. Getsay re-entered the main meeting room and addressed the BOC, asking “Do you share the
same opinion of my parking/curb issue that your engineer does.” Mr. Bufalini said that the BOC
did, as Ms. Hartman is the Township Engineer and her opinion is what the BOC bases it’s
decisions on. Ms. Hartman told Mr. Getsay that she and other township people had tried to address
his issue and hear him out, but apparently he was not happy with the answers he was getting. He
commented he would deal with his issue the way he wanted to and left the meeting room. Ms.
Hartman commented once again that curb was placed there for drainage purposes and would not
be removed.

Elanor Catalogna 104 McKenna Drive

The issue brought to the BOC by Mrs. Catalogna refers to the house across the street from her,
103 McKenna Drive. Mrs. Catalogna said the house is in major disrepair and is in deplorable
condition. She said she fears the house is a safety hazard also, and just the site of this house
brings issues like a drop in property values for her and her neighbors. Ms. Hartman addressed the
issue, saying she had discussions with Zoning Officer John Bates and was aware of the problems
with the house and actions John had taken addressing the owner as to the condition of the house.
Mrs. Catalogna replied that the house is an eyesore and should be taken down before more
problems arise. Ms. Hartman told her that even though the house is unsightly and has many
physically unpleasant features, the township cannot demolish the house, as no current township
ordinances are being violated. Mrs. Catalogna said that her and her neighbors are not happy with
the appearance and possible safety hazards this house presents and wishes there was some way the
township could address the situation with the owner. Ms. Hartman reiterated that Mr. Bates is in
constant touch with the owner and her nephews, who are making repairs to the house. Ms.
Hartman said she would bring up the situation to Mr. Bates.

Brian Conrad 590 Golf Course Rd.

The issue brought up by Mr. Conrad is the constant heavy water runoff during rain events that he
and other people experience along Golf Course Rd. He said the situation is getting worse each
year. Ms. Hartman was aware of the situation, and Mr. Conrad commented he had expressed
similar complaints about his situation several months back at a township meeting. Ms. Hartman
said it is a major sewer/drainage problem that needs addressed, but it is entirely a PennDOT issue.
As Mr. Conrad would clean the pipes, gulleys and ditches around his house, a heavy rain would
hit and wash more material back in to the drainage areas. Ms. Hartman told Mr. Conrad she would
contact Mike Simmons at PennDOT, hoping he would follow up on the problem. Mr. Conrad said
he had called PennDOT repeatedly on the situation, with no results or action. Ms. Hartman said
Mr. Conrad, does indeed, have a major drainage issue that is getting worse, but there is nothing the
township can do to help him out. It is entirely a PennDOT issue.
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8:08 ANNOUNCEMENTS :
Please check our website at www.hopewelltwp.com, our Facebook page, and Twitter,
for updates on Hopewell Township news and events.

The Trees and Trails 5K Race and 1 Mile Trail Fun Walk will take place at 9AM
at Hopewell Community Park on Saturday, November 7%, 2015.

Further details on these Parks & Recreation sponsored events can be found on our

Website.
8:10pm ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Tranelli Motion to adjourn
Mr. DiPietro Second the motion
Voice Vote: All in favor
Motion Carried Minutes Recorded by: Norm Kraus 10/26/2015

Minutes Prepared by: Norm Kraus 10/27/2015


http://www.hopewelltwp.com/

