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TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania 

December 14th, 2015 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

 
6:35 PM Call to Order 

Workshop Meeting Called to Order by President Richard Bufalini. President Bufalini 
indicated that the meeting is being recorded. 

 

6:35 PM Roll Call     
President Richard Bufalini – In Attendance 
Vice President Joe Kusnir – In Attendance 
Commissioner David Ciccone – In Attendance Via Teleconference 
Commissioner Nick DiPietro – Absent 
Commissioner Gary Tranelli – Absent 
 

Others Present 
Marie Stratakis Hartman, P.E., Engineer/Assistant Manager 
Michael B. Jones (McMillen, Urick, Tocci, Fouse & Jones, P.C.), Township Solicitor 

 

6:36 PM Presentation 
Mr. Jon Sear, residing at 2415 Marian Street, was in attendance to discuss a safety issue 
with the Board of Commissioners. Mr. Sear has resided at his home for approximately 
four (4) years. Mr. Sear’s home is located along Estelle Street between Marian Street and 
Kane Road. His driveway enters on Estelle Street very near the intersection with Kane 
Road. Mr. Sear has had an ongoing disagreement with his neighbor, Mary Ann Bell 
located at 2501 Marian Street concerning parking along Estelle Street. At Mr. Sear’s 
request, “No Parking” signs were erected along a portion of Estelle Street to allow 
parking only on the lower portion nearest Marian Street so that he can safely enter/exit 
his driveway. The “No Parking” signs were relocated once by Hopewell Township. Mr. 
Sear approached the Board of Commissioners to request that the existing signage 
remain as-is or be changed to the original configuration. After discussion, the board of 
Commissioners decided to uphold the existing placement of the “No Parking” signs and 
continue enforcement of violators. Mr. Sears provided photographs of cars parking 
directly in front of his driveway entrance, thereby prohibiting him from safely 
entering/exiting his driveway. The photographs will be given to Police Chief Brian 
Uhrmacher for inclusion in his file. 

 

6:53 PM Engineer’s Report 
Marie Stratakis Hartman, P.E., - No Engineer’s Report Submitted. 
 

Commissioner Kusnir asked for an update on the roadways in the Sweet Brier Plan. 
Engineer Hartman reported that she has received no response from True Line 
Corporation to her most recent e-mail providing questions on the Geotechnical 
Engineering Report prepared by Pennsylvania Soil and Rock on behalf of True Line 
Corporation. Attorney Mike Jones reported that this matter should be discussed in 
Executive Session. 
 

Commissioner Kusnir asked if the 2015 Road Program was complete and if the 
outstanding items have been resolved. Engineer Hartman reported that the 2015 Road 
Program is complete and the three (3) outstanding items are being resolved as follows: 
 

 The driveway at 1700 Crestmont Drive will remain as-is. Youngblood 
Paving, Inc. will apply a heavy tar seal at the driveway/roadway 
transition.  
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 The complaint of the broken sidewalk edge at 1929 Crestmont Drive is 
not believed to be damaged by Youngblood Paving. Pieces of broken 
concrete were observed to be laying on top of the new asphalt and tar, 
indicating that these pieces chipped off after paving. Youngblood Paving 
does not believe that they caused this damage. 

 

 The complaint of the curbing in front of the driveway along Elaine Street 
has been addressed by Youngblood Paving by lowering the curbing. The 
homeowner is not satisfied and wants the curbing completely removed. 
Engineer Hartman is not in agreement with this, as water from the 
roadway will then enter her driveway and yard area. The curbing is 
present to keep stormwater on the roadway where it belongs, and not on 
private property. 

 

6:57 P.M. Citizen’s Comments 
No Citizen Comments Pertaining to the Workshop Agenda. 

 

6:57 PM Business Agenda 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to approve the Workshop Meeting Minutes from 
the November 9th, 2015 Workshop Meeting. 

Commissioner Bufalini:  Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Commissioner Ciccone: Motion to approve the List of Bills dated December 14th, 
2015 as presented. General Fund-$70,098.69; Sewer 
Fund-$27,094.11; State Fund-$14,111.15. 

Commissioner Kusnir: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Revisions to the Police Civil Service Rules and Regulations were briefly discussed. The 
Commissioners would like time to review the revisions prepared by Solicitor Mike Jones 
and Police Chief Brian Uhrmacher prior to taking action on this matter. Thus, adoption of 
the Civil Service Rules and Regulations was tabled at this time. 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to approve a one (1) year employment 
agreement with Norm Kraus, Jr. as Hopewell Township 
Manager for the period of January 1st, 2016 through 
December 31st, 2016. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 
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Commissioner Bufalini: Motion to approve a one (1) year employment 
agreement with Marie Hartman as Hopewell Township 
Engineer/Assistant Manager for the period of January 
1st, 2016 through December 31st, 2016. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to approve Diane Palsa as Delinquent Real 
Estate Tax Collector for Hopewell Township for the 2015 
property taxes covering the period December 31st, 2015 
through April 1st, 2016. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to re-appoint Joe Durinsky to the Hopewell 
Township Park Board for a five (5) year term beginning 
January 1st, 2016 through December 31st, 2020. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Commissioner Ciccone: Motion to re-appoint John Keck to the Hopewell 
Township Park Board for a five (5) year term beginning 
January 1st, 2016 through December 31st, 2020. 

Commissioner Kusnir: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

Action to appoint Don Wright to the Hopewell Township Park Board for a five (5) year 
term beginning January 1st, 2016 through December 31st, 2020 was tabled by the Board 
of Commissioners for further discussion. 

Action to re-appoint Bob Williams to the Hopewell Township Planning Commission for a 
four (4) year term beginning January 1st, 2016 through December 31st, 2019 was tabled 
by the Board of Commissioners for further discussion. 



 
Page 4, December 14th, 2015 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to re-appoint Dave Bufalini to the Hopewell 
Township Planning Commission for a four (4) year term 
beginning January 1st, 2016 through December 31st, 
2019. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Abstain 
Motion Carried 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to approve the closure of all Hopewell Township 
Offices and Departments for one-half day on December 
23rd, 2015 so that Hopewell Township employees can 
participate in the Christmas Party at The Fez. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

7:19 PM Items for Discussion 

The Low Income Sewer Grant program was discussed. Originally, the Low Income Sewer 
Grant (LIG) was seeded with money that Hopewell Township provided to help residents 
that qualified for assistance with their sanitary sewer bill. Resident applications were 
submitted and evaluated for participation in this program. Qualifying residents received 
either 25% or 50% assistance with their sanitary sewer bill. Hopewell Township residents 
were asked to contribute to the Low Income Sewer Grant program in order to help those 
in need. Information appeared on the sanitary sewer bill as well as on the Hopewell 
Township website and social media. To date, very little money has been contributed by 
residents. Approximately $8.00-$10.00 is received each month in resident donations. 
Consequently, Hopewell Township has continued to re-seed this account over the past 
few years in an effort to maintain this program. The Low Income Sewer Grant account is 
currently in need of re-seeding in order for this program to continue for 2016, and 
Hopewell Township is not in a financial position to seed this account for 2016. As a result, 
the Hopewell Township Commissioners have decided to suspend this program for 2016 
and re-evaluate the feasibility of this program for forthcoming years. 

Engineer Hartman reported that she received information from Waste Management 
indicating that they would be sending a mailer to each resident informing them that their 
garbage and recycling pickup day may be changed. Waste Management also provided 
some basic information for Hopewell Township to post on our web site and social media 
pages informing residents that changes will be made to garbage and recycling pickup 
days. Additionally, the recommended language that Solicitor Jones proposed has been 
added to Waste Management’s Contract. 

Engineer Hartman presented the 2016 Fee Schedule provided by Larson Design Group, 
Inc. (formerly Daniel Baker, Inc.) to provide sewage enforcement officer services to 
Hopewell Township for the year 2016. These fees are similar to the 2015 fee schedule 
provided by Daniel Baker, Inc. A motion is needed to formally approve the fee schedule 
and services of Larson Design Group, Inc. for 2016. 
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The Eagle Scout project proposed by Chandler Dameron concerning the Dog Park was 
discussed. The “new” park property does not contain enough property to accommodate 
the proposed Dog Park. We have been looking for other locations/properties owned by 
Hopewell Township that will work for this project. Several properties have been 
considered and discussed. We will continue to investigate Hopewell Township properties. 

Engineer Hartman informed the Board of Commissioners that Maronda Homes has 
executed the Winter Maintenance Agreement for the Phase 1 roadways within Clairmont 
Manor. The Winter Maintenance Agreement for Clairmont Manor indicates that 
“Developer understands that emergency snow and ice removal will be performed on the 
Phase 1 Clairmont Manor roadways after all other public roadways in Hopewell Township 
have received snow and ice removal, as the public roadways are the first priority of 
Hopewell Township.” 

The Private Road Maintenance Agreement for Andrews Alley (Wimpole Street to 
Brodhead Road) behind the Serbian Club has been submitted by Mr. Steve Rodich. All 
signatures have been obtained with the exception of one (1) property owner. The Private 
Road Maintenance Agreement provides only for basic roadway maintenance, such as 
pothole filling and back dragging. This Agreement does not provide for the control of 
stormwater and storm sewers. 

7:42 PM Citizen’s Forum 

Sandy Giordano asked if anyone from Hopewell Township inspects apartment 
complexes. Hopewell Township does not inspect private apartment complexes unless 
there is a complaint of some type. 

7:43 PM New Business 

No New Business. 

7:43 PM Old Business 

  No Old Business to discuss. 

7:44 PM Business Agenda-Continued 

Commissioner Kusnir: Motion to approve the Larson Design Group, Inc. to 
provide Sewage Enforcement Officer Services for the 
year 2016 in accordance with the Master Services 
Agreement effective January 1st, 2016. 

Commissioner Ciccone: Second the Motion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
Commissioner Tranelli  Absent 
Commissioner Ciccone  Yes 
Commissioner DiPietro  Absent 
Commissioner Kusnir  Yes 
Commissioner Bufalini  Yes 
Motion Carried 

7:46 PM Items for Discussion-Continued 

Solicitor Mike Jones and Engineer Marie Hartman had a brief discussion on recent 
Planning Commission action on the Petrella Plan, Anne Marie DeMary Conditional Use 
Application, and Hopewell Township VFD Property Zoning Change, Zoning Map Change, 
and Zoning Ordinance Amendment. 

7:49 PM Executive Session In 

  An Executive Session was held to discuss Office Personnel issues. 

9:17 PM Executive Session Out 
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9:18 PM Adjournment 

  Commissioner Kusnir:  Motion to Adjourn. 

  Commissioner Ciccone:  Second the Motion. 

Voice Vote: 
All in Favor 
Motion Carried 

 
 
 
 

Minutes Recorded By: Marie S. Hartman 12/14/2015 
Minutes Prepared By: Marie S. Hartman 12/28/2015 


