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TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

WORKSHOP MINUTES 
 

 

6:35pm  Meeting was called to order by Mr. Bufalini  and the meeting was being recorded   

 

6:35pm 

ROLL CALL   

 President 

Rich Bufalini-  in attendance 

Vice President 

Joe Kusnir –  in attendance 

Commissioners 

Dave Ciccone- absent 

Nick DiPietro- in attendance     

Gary Tranelli – absent    

 

Others Present 

Norm Kraus, Jr., Township Manager 

Marie Stratakis-Hartman, Township Engineer 

Michael Jones/McMillen,Urick,Tocci,Fouse&Jones, Township Solicitor 

 

6:39pm CITIZEN FORUM 

 Mrs. Palket/ 1183 Airport Rd 

 Mrs. Palket wanted to address the BOC on a sanitary sewer line that was constructed in 1993 to 

serve several properties along Airport Rd., her father’s being one of them. These properties, 

apparently by agreement with Hopewell Township, paid a collective $24,000 assessment for the 

sanitary sewer line, but never connected into the line. The apparent agreement is that the 

properties would connect to the sanitary sewer line when a malfunction of the septic tank occurs. 

John Bates and Marie Hartman, our engineer, have searched for information concerning the 

agreement and monetary  transaction and could not locate anything. One of the properties included 

in this agreement is being sold, thus the needed discussion on this matter. Mrs. Palket produced 

some other news articles and letters concerning the situation and the Board instructed Solicitor 

Mike Jones to investigate what documentation the law office might have on this matter, since they 

were in place working for the township at that time and might have some necessary information. 

 

 

 

6:49pm  ENGINEER’S REPORT  Marie Stratakis Hartman        REPORT ON FILE 

  One comment under this report that pertained to an item for Park Fest. Commissioner Nick  

  DiPietro presented a car demolition/hammer smashing event to the BOC as an item for the 

  teenagers and older kids to get interested in doing. The idea was met favorably by the Board. 

 

7:53 pm  CITIZEN’S COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE AGENDA: NONE 

 

 

 

7:53pm  BUSINESS AGENDA 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the Workshop Meeting Minutes of May 11, 2015. 
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Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Absent 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motioned Carried 

 
Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the list of bills dated 6/8/2015 as presented; General Fund; $56,986.53;  

 Sewer Fund; $20,782.85. 

Mr. DiPietro Second the motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Absent 

Mr. Ciccone Absent  

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes (excused himself for voting on two line items 53-01-410-373 Bufalini’s Plumbing Solutions) 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the February 2015 Treasurer’s Report 

Mr. DiPietro Second the motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Absent 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Bufalini Motion to approve the Hopewell High School Cross Country Program using Hopewell  

  Community Park this Summer and Fall for practice and cross country meets. 

Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Absent 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

7:56pm  ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

  Commissioner Kusnir brought up the two Lopata properties that the township currently owns  

  and is paying taxes on. He asked Manager Kraus where things stood with these properties. Mr. 

  Kraus said he has it on his list of priority things to address. He needs to check with the  

  School district about waiving the school tax. Mr. Jones suggested turning the empty property 

  Building into a storage facility for the township to maintain equipment for the Woodlawn  

  Playground. He said that he could file papers in court that could make the property tax-free 

  for the township going forward, if the court ruled in favor of the township. Mr. Kraus and Ms. 

  Hartman will proceed with working this situation in the storage shed” type of setup. 
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  Manager Kraus updated the BOC on the Communities of Distinction documentary for Hopewell 

  Township. The segment has now transitioned into Post Production and once the segment has been  

  edited, Mr. Kraus, Mr. Bufalini and Mrs. Hartman will edit the segment. Once the edited segment 

  has been edited, it will air 6-8 weeks afterward. Mr. DiPietro asked about film rights and Mr.  

  Kraus pointed out the township will own the piece after it has aired. Mr. Kraus pointed out what  

  a great marketing and promotion tool this will be for the township going forward. 

 

  On another matter, Manager Kraus brought the BOC up to date with the Finance/Accounting  

  Administrator position the township is currently advertising. Several resumes have been  

  received and there are a couple strong candidates that have applied. He also said that the 

  ad will be running in the June Municipal Reporter website and the township might be  

  getting some applicants from other parts of the state. Mr. Kusnir pointed out those candidates 

  would have to pay for their own moving expenses if they applied and got the job. The township 

  would not be covering any moving costs if a person from out-of-town accepted the position. 

 

  Solicitor Mike Jones spoke of a Floodplain Ordinance he was working on, and so had Zoning  

  Officer John Bates. The Board would have to take action on the final accepted version of the  

  Ordinance in July. The deadline for the state to have the final ordinance in hand and approved by 

  The township is August 17th. Engineer Marie Hartman asked for Mike to send her his version and 

  she would forward that to Mr. Bates for review and incorporation into his detailed ordinance. 

 

  Solicitor Jones asked Mr. Kraus to please get some dates from Officer Jim Price with regards to 

  Opening up contract negotiations with the FOP/Hopewell Township Police. The current agree- 

  ment expires December 31st, 2015. 

 

  The BOC took up the issue of the variance request the Independence Square Homeowners  

  Association and Attorney Mark Ciccarelli had presented to the Board at the last workshop 

  Meeting on May 11th, 2015. This involves roads within the development. The Board took no  

  Formal action on the request at this time. 

 

  Mr. Kraus presented two grant opportunities from Police Chief Brian Uhrmacher for the Board 

  to consider. One involved the township possibly hiring a School Resource Officer who could be 

  placed in the schools for school-related safety reasons. The second grant would involve getting  

  grant money for two Preliminary Breath Test devices for use by the police department. The  

  BOC reviewed the Chief’s requests and advised Mr. Kraus to tell Chief Uhrmacher to proceed  

  with filing the necessary paperwork to pursue the grants. 

  

 

 

8:25pm  CITIZENS FORUM/  None 

 

8:26pm NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. DiPietro stated there was a dead tree hanging over the road in the area of 1513 

 Wimpole Street. Mr. Kraus said that it could possibly be on state property or  

 personal property, but will have Road Supervisor Chas Srafin check and make sure 

 this possible safety issue be addressed. 

  

8:27pm             OLD BUSINESS/ None 

   

8:32pm  EXECUTIVE SESSION 

  An executive session was held to discuss contract negotiations in the police department,  

  the Crossing Guards contract, as well as litigation with a former employee. Discussions 

  on a new hire for the township would also be discussed. 

 



Page 4, June 8, 2015 Workshop Meeting Minutes 

       

9:25pm  EXECUTIVE SESSION OUT 

  There was no action taken on any issues discussed in executive session 

 
9:25pm  ADJOURNMENT 

  Commissioner Kusnir  Motion to adjourn 

  Commissioner DiPietro  Second the Motion 

 

Voice Vote 

All in favor 

Motion Carried 

 

   

   

 

 
                                                        Minutes Recorded by: Norm Kraus, Jr. 6/8/2015                         

                 Minutes prepared by Norm Kraus, Jr. 6/9/2015 


