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-TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
 

7:05pm    Business Meeting Called to Order by Mr. Bufalini and he announced that the meeting will be 

recorded 

 

7:05pm PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

ROLL CALL 7:05pm      

President Rich Bufalini     In Attendance 

Vice President Joe Kusnir In Attendance 

Commissioner David Ciccone Absent 

Commissioner Nick DiPietro In Attendance      

Commissioner Gary Tranelli In Attendance 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Norm Kraus, Jr./ Township Manager 

Marie Stratakis Hartman/ P.E. , Engineer/Assistant Manager 

Michael B. Jones ( McMillen, Urick, Tocci, Fouse and Jones) Township Solicitor 

 

 

 

 

7:06 pm  CITIZEN COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS AGENDA  None  

 

 

7:06 pm  BUSINESS AGENDA 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of August 24th, 2015. 

Mr. Tranelli Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the list of bills dated September 28thth, 2015, as stated; General Fund; 

$387,925.66; and Sewer Fund; $154,623.42. 

Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone  Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 
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Mr. Tranelli Motion to Approve the August 2015 Tax Collector’s Report for the Tax Year 2015 

Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. DiPietro Motion to approve the collective bargaining agreement between the township and the Crossing  

  Guards from August 1st, 2015 until July 31st, 2018. 

Mr. Bufalini Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Absent 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Passed 

 

 

 

 

7:08 pm  COMMISSIONERS REPORTS   NONE 
   

7:10 pm  THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENT REPORTS WERE GIVEN AND ARE ON FILE 

  Engineer Marie Hartman added a few things to her written report from the 9/14/2015 Workshop  

  Meeting. On the 2015 Road Paving Program, the milling has been done and base repair by our 

  Road Department is taking place. Paving by Youngblood Paving may start as early as next  

  week. Mrs. Hartman also announced the Township Garbage Contract is up for bid and bids  

  received by the various waste haulers bidding will be opened up on October 4th, 2015. 

   

7:14pm             OLD BUSINESS  NONE  
 

7:14pm  NEW BUSINESS   

  Commissioner Nick DiPietro announced that Boy Scout Troop 435 is looking to purchase four 

  4-man tents and two 6-man tents and is looking at the Township to possibly help them out with  

  the purchase these tents they need. The Board of Commissioners will discuss in the workshop  

  part of the meeting. 

 

7:15pm  PUBLIC FORUM  

 

  Robert Mueller   9 Glen St. 
  Mr. Mueller had several issues he wanted to bring up. On Code Enforcement, he was upset that 

  his phone calls had not been returned for months. He had a police issue that he spoke to Chief 

  Uhrmacher on and thanked the Chief for his assistance. He had a road issue he was going to  

  speak to Mrs. Hartman about at the conclusion of the meeting. His other complaint had to do with 

  the garbage cleanup he has to do because of the poor job Waste Management is doing with his 

  garbage and has tried contacting them to tell them he no longer wants serviced by them. Mrs.  

  Mrs. Hartman told Mr. Mueller that it is either the township or Waste Management that bill for  

  the service and provide the service and the contract between the Township and Waste 

  Management dictates that they are the provider of waste/garbage disposal with residents on behalf  

  of the Township. 
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  Joanne Smith    1700 Crestmont Drive 

  Mrs. Smith lives on Crestmont Drive, which is one of the roads that has been milled and is  

  awaiting work on the base potion and sewage lines by the township road department. She  

  expressed concern that the milling was done several weeks ago and nothing has been done since 

  to the road. Mrs. Smith acknowledged that she got the letter from Youngblood Paving about 

  the milling and paving. She expressed worries about rain washing away the milling buildup at the  

  end of her driveway. Engineer Marie Hartman addressed Mrs. Smith and her concerns about  

  Crestmont Drive and the other roads being done with the road program this year. Mrs. Hartman 

  understood Mrs. Smith’s concerns, but explained why it’s taking time to get the additional work  

  done on the road so the paving could be completed. Ms. Hartman assured Mrs. Smith that the  

  repair work and paving would be done as quickly as possible, in an effort not to inconvenience  

  the residents anymore. 

 

 

 

7:22pm                ANNOUNCEMENTS :  

  Please check our website at www.hopewelltwp.com, our Facebook page, and Twitter,  

  for updates on Hopewell Township news and events. 

 

   Our Parks and Recreation Department is sponsoring a Homecoming Bonfire at 

   Hopewell Community Park on Thursday, October 1st, after the Homecoming Parade. 

 

                Our Parks and Recreation Department will be hosting our Annual Fall Fest and  

                Pancake Breakfast on Saturday, October 10th at Hopewell Community Park. 

 

                               Further details on these Parks & Recreation sponsored events can be found on our 

    Website. 

 

 

7:24pm  President Bufalini announced that the Board of Commissioners would be conducting a 

  Workshop Session with regards to some township business that needs to be addressed. 

 

7:35pm  WORKSHOP SESSION IN 

  Marie Hartman addressed the Board of Commissioners on the 31 year-old agreement in place with 

  regards to sewer rate charges between Hopewell Township and the Aliquippa Water Authority. As 

  per Barbara Swearingen, who has done extensive research on the escalating costs of this  

  agreement to the Township over the years, Marie laid out the current costs that this program 

  or agreement is costing the township. She emphasized the agreement should match customer lists 

  that Aliquippa Sewer Authority has, as well as the township, under this arrangement. Currently  

  there are no such lists in place. Solicitor Jones did say this agreement started in 1984, when Keith  

  McMillen was our solicitor and worked on the agreement with Aliquippa. Mr.Jones stated that  

  with the new laws in place now, uniformity in costs should be represented in this agreement. In  

  essence, Hopewell Township is subsidizing the Aliquippa system the way things are going right  

  now. Mr. Jones suggested that the agreement needs to be changed and Aliquippa has to bill our  

  customers exactly what they bill their customers. Mr. Jones urged Mrs. Hartman and Barb  

  Swearingen to meet with the Aliquippa authorities and reach new terms. If an agreement cannot 

  Be reached, the township may be forced to go to litigation with Aliquippa to renegotiate the terms. 

 

  Another business item brought up by Mr. Bufalini was concerning the chair lift in the Municipal  

  Building and looking into possibly getting that replaced or repaired. Mr. Bufalini knows someone 

  who has a 14 step or 7 step chair lift that they are looking to get rid of that he would like himself 

  and Mrs. Hartman to go and see if it can be adapted to what is needed in the Township building.  

 

  Mr. DiPietro once again brought up the issue of the tents for Boy Scout Troop 435 that was  

  brought up under New Business at the public meeting. Mr. Kraus said the cost of these tents  

http://www.hopewelltwp.com/
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  could range from $1,000 on up to $1,800, if the BOC decided to go with them for the scouts.  

  Mr. Bufalini also expressed concerns about the township purchasing tents for one Boy Scout  

  Troop over others that might need the same equipment and setting a bad precedent. The issue  

  was tabled for the time being. 

 

  Lastly, Mr. Kraus reminded the Board of Commissioners that at the October 12th Workshop  

  Meeting, department supervisors would be presenting their 2016 budget requests to the  

  Commissioners and the meeting would be starting at 6:00PM instead of 6:30PM.  

 

8:18pm  WORKSHOP SESSION OUT 

   

 

 

 

 8:18pm   ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to adjourn 

Mr. Tranelli Second the motion 

Voice Vote: All in favor 

Motion Carried                                                       Minutes Recorded by:    Norm Kraus  9/28/2015 

 Minutes Prepared by:  Norm Kraus  9/29/2015 


