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-TOWNSHIP OF HOPEWELL 

Beaver County, Pennsylvania 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
 

7:05pm    Business Meeting Called to Order by Mr. Bufalini and he announced that the meeting will be 

recorded 

 

7:05pm PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

ROLL CALL 7:13pm      

President Rich Bufalini     In Attendance 

Vice President Joe Kusnir In Attendance 

Commissioner David Ciccone In Attendance 

Commissioner Nick DiPietro In Attendance      

Commissioner Gary Tranelli In Attendance 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Norm Kraus, Jr./ Township Manager 

Marie Stratakis Hartman/ P.E. , Engineer/Assistant Manager 

Keith McMillen ( McMillen, Urick, Tocci and Jones)  Township Solicitor (Keith representing Mike, who’s on 

vacation) 

 

 

7:06pm  CITIZEN COMMENTS PERTAINING TO THE BUSINESS AGENDA  None 

 

 

7:07 pm  BUSINESS AGENDA 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve the Business Meeting Minutes of May 23rd, 2016 

Mr. Bufalini Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Yes 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Mr. Ciccone Motion to approve the list of bills dated June 27th, 2016, as stated; General Fund; $38,453.44 and 

Sewer Fund; $20,365.97. 

Mr. Kusnir Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone  Yes 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

 

Mr. Kusnir Motion to approve Sharp Collections, Inc. as the collection agent for Hopewell Township for the  
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  Collection of Hopewell Township Delinquent Sewage Accounts for one year. 

Mr. Tranelli Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Yes 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Ciccone Motion to hire Trisha Hannah as Recreation Director for Hopewell Township (hours not to exceed 

an hourly average of 29 hours per week) at an hourly rate of $17.25 per hour ($26,013.00per year 

if she works a full 29 hours per week). This position is a part-time position with no benefits. 

Mr. DiPietro Second the Motion 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Mr. Tranelli Yes 

Mr. Ciccone Yes 

Mr. DiPietro Yes 

Mr. Kusnir Yes 

Mr. Bufalini Yes 

Motion Carried 

 

Mr. Bufalini Motion to approve the agreement between Morgan Kane Apartments, LLC, a New York  

  Corporation qualified to do business in Pennsylvania with a principle place of business at 1080 

  Pittsford-Victor Rd., Pittsford, N.Y., 14534 and the Township of Hopewell, a First Class  

  Township in the County of Beaver and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with its’ address 

  being 1700 Clark Boulevard, Aliquippa, PA (hereafter Hopewell Township) with regards to  

  Stormwater Best Management Practices, Operations and Maintenance. 

Mr. Tranelli Second the Motion 

 
Roll Call Vote 
Mr. Tranelli Yes 
Mr. Ciccone Yes 
Mr. DiPietro Yes 
Mr. Kusnir Yes 
Mr. Bufalini Yes 
Motion Carried 
 
 
7:10 pm  COMMISSIONERS REPORTS   NONE 
   

7:10pm  THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENT REPORTS WERE GIVEN AND ARE ON FILE 

   

7:24pm             OLD BUSINESS   
  Commissioner DiPietro commented on the Wine and Jazz Event at the Park that just took place 

  this past Saturday, June 25th. He said the event was well received and all who attended had a good  

  time and the entertainment was excellent. 

7:25pm  NEW BUSINESS NONE   

   

 

7:25pm  PUBLIC FORUM  

 

   



Page 3 June 27th, 2016 Business Meeting Minutes 

 

  Mrs. Cheryl Leydig/ 2010 Golfway Drive 

  Mrs. Leydig headed up a large group of people from the homes and townhomes situated at the 

  Shadow Lakes Golf Course. On June 3rd, her home flooded again for the third time. She passed on  

pictures to the Board of Commissioners for their review that showed extensive damage to her 

townhome, not just in the basement, but in other adjoining floors of her home. She is not “pointing  

fingers” at the township but needs to know what can be done to alleviate the problem. This is the 

third time flooding has hit her property. The first was in July 2007 and cost her $20,000 damage  

and the second time was September 2015 and that cost her $15,000 in damages.. These 

townhouses are built on a slab and at the mercy of oncoming flood waters when they hit, There are 

two storm drains that are getting blocked with heavy debris and flood waters, with one of these 

areas behind the #9 tee box. These units were built in the 1970s and Ms. Leydig wanted to know 

“what has changed so dramatically” over the course of years to lead to the flooding now and what 

is Hopewell Township going to do about it? These drains are undersized and clog quickly. 

 

Donna Richey/ 2001 Abbey Lane 

Ms. Richey, who has been before the Board of Commissioners many times in the past on the same 

matter, and has also served on the Homeowner’s Association Board, addressed the BOC. Ms. 

Richey said these folks need help and need it soon, as rain events keep occurring. She said there 

are two storm drains and that is not enough to handle the volume of water that comes down with 

these rain events. The water at the top of the hill from Hillcrest runs right into the path of these 

townhomes   causing extensive damage. Mrs. Richey has sent pictures to Township Engineer 

Marie Hartman of the last two flood events. The flooding continues around the #9 tee box and it 

funnels a path, like the latest event, where over six feet of water rushed the pipe and the pipe filled 

with water and debris and gravel and flooded over. Engineer Hartman said that countless letters 

and correspondence have been sent to Shadow Lakes Country Club Owner Jimmy Manganello, 

with ho direct response or help in return. The pipe involved with major drainage issues legally 

belongs to Mr. Manganello. Ms. Hartman commented the township cannot work on private 

property. In September 2015, that “tin whistle” pipe blew out with that flood event. She 

commented the debris must be maintained. The inlet pipe clogs and gets no drainage. The pond 

itself is owned by the township and they will monitor and repair that pond situation, but storm 

drains and water lines are not the township’s, but rather the Homeowner’s Association 

responsibility. Mrs. Hartman did say there is a permanent fix for the problem, but Mr. Manganello 

and the Country Club, can and should fix it. The Township cannot legally do anything on his 

property/. Mrs. Leydig wanted to know why the township does not legally own these drains. Mrs. 

Richey said back in 1988-89, Hopewell put in drains in this spot. Mrs. Hartman countered that 

documentation has shown it is not our (the township’s system). Mrs. Richey insisted that the 

township find a work order showing this work was indeed, done by the township.Mrs. Richey 

recommended the township run curbing off the #9 tee and try and remedy the situation.  

 

Mrs. Leydig commented “Maggs is not going to help us. The township has to put this curbing in 

and bump up the curbing to divert and handle the water.”  

 

Cynthia McGowan/ 4029 fairway Drive 

Mrs. McGowan commented she was treasurer of the Village on the Green Homeowner’s 

Association and totally aware of all the problems going on between the homeowners, the township 

and the County Club. The water continues running into a “bowl” and overflows as the heavy 

amount of water comes rushing through in flood events. 

Attorney Keith McMillen, representing Solicitor Mike Jones, who’s on vacation, said “Someone 

owns the pipes and drains. The township has to look at this closely. The Condo Association and 

who represents the people at the Golf Course residences, or the township, are the parties 

responsible for getting this resolved. If Hopewell Township has no responsibility and finds the 

problem is on private property, then the Homeowner’s Association needs to file legal action. If it’s 

not the township, and that has to be definitively determined, then the problem goes to the 

homeowners.”  

 

Chris Berger/ 2020 Golfway Road 
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Mrs. Berger wanted to know why the township had not inspected the pipeline. She would’ve 

thought that this is something that was automatically done by the township when work like this 

was completed to see if it was the right pipeline for the problem. She reiterated her comments 

about the inspection of the pipes several times.  

Mrs. Leydig got back to the township putting in better curbs to divert the water. Mrs. Richey 

referred back to the township putting the drain lines in at the end of the fairway in the late 1980s, 

when her son worked for the road department in the summer.  

 

Joe Spanik/ 2009 Fairway Road 

Mr. Spanik commented that the problem has to be fixed or the houses won’t sell. He suggested 

that the township and homeowners association check out all the legalities and set up a meeting 

ASAP to discuss what can be done. He commented “The debris has to be stopped when rain 

events occur.” President Rich Bufalini said that the township has been in touch with Jim 

Manganello on several occasions, trying to get this situation remedied one way or another. The 

township asked him to accept his responsibility and fix the problem his pipe on his property line is 

causing with heavy rains. 

 

Paul Wargo/ 2014 Golfway Drive 

Mr. Wargo sat on the Homeowner’s Board up until last year, when he left the Board due to all the 

problems and issues at hand. He asked the Board of Commissioners for the township  to find some 

suggestion/solution to the problem and try and remedy the issue ASAP. 

Engineer Hartman said she would speak with Solicitor Mike Jones when her returns from vacation 

and see who owns what. Currently, the township is working with Larson Engineering on the 

waterline project going on for several homeowners at the Country Club. Marie Hartman 

emphasized the township wants to work with the people down there that have had so many 

problems, and even it turns out the township doesn’t own the flooded lines/sewers in question, we 

would still try and find a way to work with the residents\. 

Zoning Officer John Bates suggested trying to wrap up all the discussions from the evening. 

John  is “unofficially” the keep of records at the township, since he has worked here for 26 years. 

He will check for records on Village on the Green and Woodfield Street. He will start looking for 

the records and storm facility papers first thing in the morning.  

Mrs. Richey made one more point, saying the Recreation Board for the Association sold the 

Recreation area to the township for $1.00. Mrs. Hartman confirmed that comment and added it is 

maintained by township personnel. 

 

Cindy Murphy     B. F. Jones Library/Aliquippa 
Cindy was there to promote the adult reading programs the library had to offer, as well as get the 

latest July 2016 Activity calendar at the library passed out to everyone. She also put a “plug” in 

for the Blues and Brews social event taking place at the library on July 15th. 

   

8:20pm             ANNOUNCEMENTS: Park Fest will take place Saturday, July 9th, 2016 from 5:00pm till 

           10:00pm at Hopewell Community Park. Please check our township 

           Website for more details on Park Fest 2016. 

    

Please check our website at www.hopewelltwp.com, our Facebook page, and Twitter, 

for updates on Township news and events. 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

   

 8:21pm   ADJOURNMENT 

 

http://www.hopewelltwp.com/
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Mr. Kusnir Motion to adjourn 

Mr. Ciccone Second the motion 

Voice Vote: All in favor 

Motion Carried                                                       Minutes Recorded by:    Norm Kraus 6/27/2016 

 Minutes Prepared by:  Norm Kraus  6/28/2016 


